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The ANatur e andXinyandTianflao}be a v e

Dimension of Poetry-Etiquette-Music

Yang Rur-bin

Abstract

This paper re-discusses the Confucian culture theory in the period between Confucius
and Mencius by using the newly excavated documents. This article tries to make a
connection among poetry, etiquette, and music, and treat them as three different dimensions
of one same culture spirit. The Confucians in the period between Confucius and Mencius
emphasized that poetry-etiquette-music has its root in human nature on the one hand, and
stressed it has the root in Nature on the other hand. They pointed out Poetry-etiquette-music
has the di mension of (XRilantTandeo)andahWay wk kKeaa\
find in the teachings of Confucius.

The reason that Confucians in the early Warring States Period put emphasis on the
AXing and Ti and a o-éiquetté-nmsicrisghat they needéd topespend to y
the attacks from Mohist and other schools, especially the challenges from speculative
philosophers like Lao-tzu. Those Confucians believed that the human expressive nature has
a mystic homogeneity with the nature of cosmos (Tian-dao) , and the culture like
poetry-etiquette-music is its natural expression. Therefore, culture is neither a superfluous
thing nor an alienation as Mohists and Lao-tze criticized. Both in the knowledge spectrum
and in the chronological sense, the historical position of Confucians in the early Warring
States Period is between Confucius and Mencius.
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